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   Dues: $10 per month ($40 new member fee) 
Meeting dates: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of  each month 

 

    December 2nd  - Macomb Township Tree Lighting @ 
Macomb Township Recreation Center @ 7 pm.  
 

    December 9th - Christmas Auction @ 7 pm 
 at Hamlin Pub    
 

    All regular meetings at - Hamlin Pub (22 & Hayes) 
New Members & Guests Welcome! 

Volume 6,  No 12 December 2009 
OPTIMIST CLUB 17-504 
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 www.centralmacomboptimist.com 

Sarah  Lost 85 lbs and still going ! 
Elaine: Our club was recognized at district 

meeting for highest membership growth ! 
Barry:  Shop with Sheriff successful with 

over 101 kids ! 
David: New job at Credit Union One ! 
Karen: Husbands company is picking up and 

pay and benefits have been restored. 

Member Feature Insert 

Central Macomb 
Optimist Club 

Shop with Sheriff a Success  
Over 100 Kids Participate in Annual Event 

December Birthdays… 

 

1– Craig Babcock 
6 - Kim Steffen 

50/50 Winner:  Pat Rabaut Miller   
� � � � �� � �	 � 
 � � � �� �

    Past President Cindie thanked Sheriff 
Hackel; over 60 reserve officers; Mike 
Magnoli of Santino’s; Passport Pizza; 
Meijer’s and their friendly staff along with 
Shelly Penzien of Macomb Charitable 
Foundation along with club members, and 
Channel 7 News for making this annual 
event so successful!  
    To see the Channel 7 report go to: 
http://www.wxyz.com/mediacenter/local.aspx?videoi
d=24195@wxyz.dayport.com&navCatId=16 
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Optimists Provide Halloween 
Treats for  Kids 

��������	� 
�	!��
� 
��
�" �



�


 ��� �� � �� �� ���

� ���� � � 
��� �� �

��� � � � �� 
 �� �� �� � � �

�� ���� � 
 ��� ��

��
� � � �� � �� ��

�
� � �� � �� �� ��

��� �� �� �� �� �

� ������ � � �� �  �

���!� �

����� �� ��� !� �

����� �� �� "��� � ��

��
� �" �#���

$���� �"�#���

%��� ��&��'(� � � ��� ��

� ���� ��&�� ���

� ����&� ��� �

(� �� ���&�� ��

)�� !�&�� ��

*�� �� � ��� ��� �

����*�� �
�� �� � � ���

"��� �� � ��+��� �� ��

� ��� �� , �� ����

*� ���� !� �� 
� � ��

%���� � � �� �-� � �� �

*�� �� �� �� ��

"�� ���*� �� ���� ��

"�� � �� �%���� �� �

��� ��%���� � � � �# �

"� ��%��� �� �� ��


 � �!� ��%-��� �� �� �

"��� ��$
 � ����

"���� � . � ��� �� ��

)�� !�. ���� ���� � ��# �

�� �� /� �� �� ���

� �+�!�/�� � � � � �

� ��� /�� � � ��� �� �# �
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Central Macomb Optimist Club’s Scrapbook 
Michigan District Divisional Winner !  

Special Guest last meeting 
Kathie Gayda - Welcome 

      Club President Elaine announced this last week that the Central Macomb 
Optimist Club’s scrapbook for the 2008-2009 Optimist year was the divisional 
winner at the Michigan District Meeting on Saturday, October 31st. 
 

    The book was entered into the competition with scrapbooks 
from many other clubs. Judges determined which division the 
books were placed into. Our clubs scrapbook took first place in 
division five! 
 

     Elaine gave special thanks to Donna Onifer and Dot Hardy for 
the many hours of work they put into this award winning project! 

PRE-THANKSGIVING FEAST AT SUPER SUPPERS 

Beanie Babies Provide Comfort for Kids 
Fighting Cancer - Club Thanked 

      In correspondence received from Kids Kicking Cancer 
Program Director, Cindy Cohen (Mt. Clemens Regional 
Hospital) thanked the Central Macomb Optimist Club 
for…”the ‘wonderful Beanie Babies that generated 
excitement  for the children as they carefully choose their 
own Beanie… the kids love them!” 
 

        The club also received a note of thanks from Deb Winette from Sandcastles 
at Henry Ford Hospital (we donated 150 Beanie Babies)… “I know that 
sometimes people wonder if their efforts really make a difference and I hop that 
everyone involved in this project could know that they truly have!” 
 

      This last Friday Elaine and Kathy delivered 160 Beanie Babies to the Van 
Elslander Cancer Center with 160 Beanies.  They were rewarded first hand to see 
a wonderful smile on the face of a 13 year old cancer patient as she carefully 
selected her very own Beanie. 



I have been a member of the Central Macomb Optimist Club from the 
beginning. I was one of the many charter members who met with Lou and 
Dan Moss at the little room in the Macomb-Clinton library. We met weekly 
till we had enough members to charter. When we became a real Optimist 
Club they asked, “Who wants to be president?”  I looked around and no 
one raised their hand. Having had experience as a Vice President and 
Charter member of the Fraser Rotary, President of the Unity 2 
Toastmasters and Rochester Toastmasters, Vice President of the 
National Speakers Association Michigan, I felt I had some experience 
and raised my hand but I ended up being elected as the first Vice 

President and second President of the Central Macomb Optimist Club. 
 

I have been married to my best friend Leesa for over twenty 
five years. We have three awesome children. Nick who just 
graduated from college and lives in Chicago, Colin a junior at 
Henry Ford II High School and Jasmine attends Bemis Junior 
High School . As many of you know we are a loving fun family 
who loves to go to Disney World. We live in Macomb Township 
and have lived here for 19 years. We came from Clinton 
Township and Leesa and I both grew up in Warren , Michigan . 
 

Leesa is a Para-Legal 
working part time at 
Entertainment Books and 
currently looking for a full 
time job.  I on the other 
hand have been self-employed for over thirty years. I 
started an entertainment agency in 1975 then began 
performing myself as a comedy ventriloquist in 1987. I 
now have a successful 

entertainment and events company in addition performing my 
comedy shows for corporate and private events. I am also an 
educational/motivational speaker, I speak to schools, 
educational organizations, conferences and conventions 
throughout the world. My speaking topics include stress 
reduction through laughter, character building, no bullying and 
diversity. I am an author of two children’s books the award 
winning Magic Telescope and Red Riding Hood Races the Big 
Bad Wolf. I also have a motivational audio book entitled Duck 
Sense, seven lessons on how to add optimism to your daily 
routine.   
              (Continued on next page) 

CENTRAL MACOMB OPTIMIST CLUB       December 2009      INSERT 

MEMBER FEATURE - RICHARD PAUL  
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About six years ago Lou Moss booked me as a ventriloquist 
for the Children’s Home of Detroit.  I pulled up Barry to be 
one of my human puppets and we all had a great time 
entertaining the kids. It was there that Lou, Dan and Barry 
told me about the Optimist Clubs. From 
there on I was hooked and wanted to 
become part of this kid loving 
organization. I am so proud of the 
growth of our club and support of each 
and every one of its members. As I 

mentioned earlier I have been part of many different organizations but 
not one of them can match up to the success of this club. I am so proud 
to be part of group that has members that don’t just show up they get 
involved. I am grateful to Lou, Dan and Barry for giving me the push to 
be part of this awesome fun club. 
  
I had a friend and producer of my audio book who once said to me “Richard this world is to 
negative and pessimistic, we need to change the world one duck at a time.” I feel the 
Central Macomb Optimist Club with all its community support and willingness to help 
children and families in need are in line with that mission and we are changing the world 
one duck at a time.  
  
Richard Paul 
Charter Member, Past President 
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(continued) Richard Paul 



     Donna Onifer noted that 
tickets for the January 2010 
Lottery Raffle will be on sale 
beginning in November .  
She noted that these make great stocking stuffers. The 
cost will again be 
$10 per ticket. 
 

     $100 will be 
awarded daily based 
on the Michigan 
Lotto 3 digit number 
and $200 on January 
1st and 31st. All 
proceeds will benefit 
Kids Kicking Cancer 
Program 

Central Macomb Optimist - Event Calendar  
· November 18th Regular Meeting at Hamlin Pub - 7 p.m . 
· December 2nd  No Regular Meeting / Macomb Township Tree Lighting  
· December 9th Annual Christmas Auction at Hamlin Pub  
· December 16th No Regular meeting 
· January 6th  Regular meeting at Hamlin Pub - 7 pm 
· March 13th Dancing to the Decades at Cracklewood  -  $40 per ticket 
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Kids Kicking Cancer Raffle Project  
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 December 2 - Tree Lighting @ 7  

December 9 -  Christmas Auction  @ 7 at Hamlin Pub 

Hamlin  Pub  (Hayes &  22 Mile) 

CENTRAL MACOMB OPTIMIST CLUB 

   PO BOX 380206 
   Clinton Township, 
  Michigan 48038-0061 
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�������� Promise Yourself …  
·  To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 

· To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

· To make all you friends feel that  there is something in them. 

· To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 

· To think only of the best, to work only for the best and expect only the best. 

· To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

· To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 

· To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 

· To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 

· To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 
presence of trouble.  

            

The Central Macomb Optimist Newsletter is published monthly. Please feel free to submit an article or 
photo of interest to the Co-Editors:  Keith Rengert & Kim Steffen / KRengert@Comcast.Net 

 www.michiganoptimists.org 


